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COMING  EVENTS 
 

 
APRIL 
Friday 17th April   “Nog n Natter” 

 
Saturday 25th - 27th April  ANZAC Day – Long weekend 
 
MAY 
Sunday 3rd    WINTER SERIES – 1st Race 
Friday 15th`   Social Club Night 
Friday 29th    Last day for remits and nominations 
Saturday 30th 

        to  JUNE 1ST    Queen’s Birthday Weekend   
 



COMMODORE’S  CORNER 
 
Well as the snow fell overnight it would appear the summer of 2015 is over! It 
has been a great summer and it ended with a great Easter. For the last 10+ 
years it has been my (and several other BOPTYS members) Easter tradition to 
sail the Auckland to Tauranga race (usually on Open Country) and then cruise 
the trailer yacht. This year we had our first BOPTYS trailer yacht entry, John 
Minnee’s ‘Sledge’. It was a proud moment from our position at the rear of the 
fleet as John led the mighty Vodafone out of the harbour towards North Head 
(see below for the prizes he collected). Well done John, Den and Grant.  
 
The other great sail was from the crew of Smudge, the first all ladies crew to 
finish the race, yes you guessed it BOPTYS was part of that too, well done 
Leslie !. This is always a challenging race and this year we saw one of the cats 
capsize a couple of hours from the finish, she rolled over during a tack with a 
estimated 27 kt gust taking her out. Adrian was out there a day later helping to 
turn her over to recover her. 
 
We have had a great summer and it has been good to see lots of people out on 
the lake enjoying themselves. The same happened at Easter, plus we had 
visitors from all over. We were down in Cherry Bay and very much out numbered 
by the team from New Plymouth. We have had a busy club programme with 
social and racing events and this is a suitable time to thank Darrell for his work 
on the racing and Brain for the social events. Great to have your support and 
well done guys. We are still after some volunteers to help with a few of the 
regular tasks. If you would like to help, let us know. We are also in need of a 
couple of new faces on the executive later in the year. A couple of our very long 
standing members will be stepping down (see below).  
 
As mentioned last month the RDC has embarked on a programme to fix the 
water supply and this has now been completed. We now have a reliable water 
supply again.  
 
Remember last month I commented on the rumours and myths floating through 
from the Waikato Squadron’s annual “Gulf Classic”. Thanks to Dave we have a 
factual account of one rumour, thanks Dave for sharing this. 
 
Our membership continues to grow.  Welcome to all our new members. 
 
 ….  Be safe and enjoy it out there ….. happy sailing. 
 
Brad Scott, Commodore  – Samasaan 



VICE COMMODORE REPORT APRIL 2015 
 
Hi all,  

 
With day light savings finishing, we also saw the end of our Wednesday night sailing. 

This year we had very nice conditions, with only one night cancelled with wet weather. 

A big thanks to all those who came out to race throughout the season, which made for 

very competitive sailing. 

 

Thanks again to all that helped out with the start boat this season, Garth and Jan, Brian, 

Clive and Ron,- without you guys these events wouldn’t run as smoothly. 

 

The NIGHT RACE was held last month with a small but keen fleet 

turning up to challenge their skills, with threatening rain and a dying 

breeze in the forecast. The start was delayed and surprise, surprise 

the sun, then moon came out and the breeze stayed in to give us a 

very pleasant night sailing.  

 

Provisional results are Major Tom 1
st

, Samasaan 2
nd

, Summer Magic 3
rd

 and Hawkwind 

4
th

. Thanks to John who last minute jumped on Major Tom to help crew for the evening. 

 

The WINTER SERIES starts on the 3
rd

 of May. This series, like the summer one, 

runs on the first Sunday of the month, the usual format is briefing @ 10 am at the club 

marina with an 11am start.  Sail down the lake, with the race length depending on the 

weather conditions. Get everyone off the water at a reasonable hour to enjoy a 

complimentary club BBQ.  

 

We have in past years had a great turn out for these races, with less sporting events 

going on else where it frees up time to get out on the water. All very welcome, any 

questions don’t hesitate to call me on 3461789. 

 

Just to keep you in the loop, the racing committee has decided to re-schedule the 

postponed Enduro “classic” event to next year’s sailing season, this is going to be a 

revamped event with a big push to get local and lots of out of town boats involved - 

keep an eye on up and coming newsletters for more information. 

 

CLUB TROPHIES:  Please polish those trophies and return to me – 6 Kotuku 

Street, Springfield, as soon as possible to enable engraving to be finished before 

prizegiving. 

 

Catch you on the water.  Darrell Civil, Vice Commodore. 



From The Rear Commodore 
 

Our next Nog n Natter :  April 17  

Rotorua Club situated at the Race Club premises.  

A great opportunity to get together and have a nice meal in 

pleasant surroundings and we’ve been lucky enough to secure 

Captain Bernard Commons to entertain with anecdotes of a 

life at sea.  

Captain Commons spent 21 years in the RNZN, including 

secondment to RN, submarine service and flying carrier 

based Sea Vixen aircraft. He then went on to a further 40 

years merchant marine and has now written a book titled, 

 “One sailors yarns”.  

 

An entertaining night at a very reasonable price –  

not to be missed. 

 

Email: rearcommodore@orcon.net.nz - or  

phone Brian 07 883 7102 or text 021 912542 to secure a 

booking. 
 

Weather permitting I for one will be looking forward to  

ANZAC WEEKEND CRUISING  

ON LAKE ROTOITI (last week-end in April). 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Please remember – CLUB KEYS are  
NOT TRANSFERABLE . 

 
You are responsible if something goes 

wrong when entry is via your key. 
 

 (A computerised log entry keeps track of keys being used to enter 
the Boatpark).  



 

If anyone out there knows  how or what to use to clean the green slime 
off the bottom of a yacht,  

 
please contact Matt Freeman on:- 

 
0274 111 113 or matt.freeman@freemanmedia.co.nz   

 

 

AHOY THERE  !!  
  

By now Easter has been and gone and we are looking forward to another 

long weekend with ANZAC weekend, followed not long after with Queens 

Birthday Weekend.  

  

It was fabulous to see so many boats on Lake Rotoiti at Easter with many 

people from out of town and all exceptionally friendly.   

 

 

For those of us who were lucky 

enough to be in Cherry Bay we had 

visits from a couple of Easter 

Bunnies (Michael and Abby 

Griffiths off Stitchling) with lots of 

lovely easter eggs.   

Thank you kids.  

 

 

 

 

This week the cold weather has struck and Winter Racing comes to mind.  Rotorua has 

some beautiful days in winter and winter race days are often fine with a steady breeze. 

You don’t have to be a “racer” to participate – just ask our new members Eric and 

Angela on “Shira”.  They have been having a great time racing and all the time learning 

heaps.  It is fabulous to see you two out on the water.   
 

Remember, the time has come for you to have your say in how your club is run.  

Nominations for the Executive committee are due in by 29th May and elsewhere in the 

newsletter you will see what positions are available.  We hope to see some new faces 

and ideas on the committee in the coming year, so why not give it a go. 

 
Judy Scott – “Samasaan”  
Mainsheet Editor  
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All REMITS AND NOMINATIONS FOR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CLOSE 29TH MAY 
 
 

The Constitution is available on our website – www.boptys.net. 
 

Remember to have YOUR say as to who you wish to be on the Executive Committee. 
 
Nominations need to be in to the Secretary by Friday 29TH May 2015. 
 
Please see the list below of who is available (or not) for re-election on the committee.  
 
 
Position   Incumbent  Available Re-election for Same Position 
 
Commodore   Brad Scott   NO (2 year tenure up)  
Vice Commodore (Racing) Darrell Civil   NO (2 year tenure up)  
Rear Commodore (Social) Brian Gilliland  YES 
Secretary   David Goddard  YES 
Treasurer   Barry Bringans  YES 
Marina   Paul Rogers   NO 
Boat Park   Allan Civil   YES 
Editor/Publicity Officer Judy Scott   YES 
Safety and Training  Jimmy O’Callahan  YES 
Club Representative Clive Martin   YES 
 
 

For those new to the club, the positions of Commodore, Vice Commodore and 
Rear Commodore (Flag Officers) are for a two year period. 
 

Remember, even though a committee member is available to re-stand for 
their position, this does not prevent other nominations being put forward. 

 
It would be fantastic to see some new faces on the Executive;  it is 
not hard, you learn a lot about how the club works, and everyone is 
very supportive. 
 
If the Executive is not to your liking but you would like to help in other ways, 
maybe the Racing or Social Committee might appeal.   If so, please contact 
either Darrell Civil (racing) or Brian Gilliland (social).  
 

The nomination form for executive positions is towards the back of this 
newsletter.



Brad Scott, David Goddard, 
Jackie Holt and Adrian McHardy 
(taking photo) 

Marina Report 
 

During March 18 moorings have been lifted and inspected.  Several had to have 
components replaced, mainly the 25 mm shackles, but also a few swivels plus 
four of the mooring lines.  Mooring line damage is caused by boats with sharp 
edges  where the line runs over the bow.  I will be purchasing some heavy duty 
plastic hose to fit over the moorings where this is occurring.  Long term mooring 
holders generally have satisfactory bow rollers, so this is not a problem except 
for temporary  users.  There is also some damage in unused moorings which 
appear to be caused by propeller impact.  There is not much we can do about 
that.  I have bought 36 new shackles and 6 swivels to replace stock we have 
used during this maintenance period, and to build up our stock of replacement 
parts. The existing Teflon blocks on the mooring lines have had to be drilled out 
to a larger diameter to fit the 25 mm shackles.  
 
 
Paul Rogers, “Buzz Off” - Marina Manager 
 
 

Our Club has some champions and experienced 
sailors …… (Auckland to Tauranga Race) 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

JOHN MINNEE 
 

What did he win ?? 
 
See story below ! 

Leslie Goddard with the 
Smudgeit’s  



The Auckland Tauranga Race from  
‘Sledges’ Perspective 

 
I thought I would just give you a bit of an insight into the race from 
'Sledges' perspective. The Crew consisted of me, Dean Williamson (owner 
of Hurts) and Grant Williams a fellow member of BOPTYS. 
The start was VERY light with us, Vodafone and Superbird to cruz taking 
off in the Multi Division. For the 1st time in my life after about 20min of 
sailing we were actually ahead of vodafone for a (very) short period of 
time. We seemed to drift down the harbour pretty efficiently, battling our 
mainsail most of the way (Top battens wouldn't pop through with no wind). 
We followed Vodafone up to Rangi Light and only then were we overtaken 
by V5. I think Vodafone realised a new race record was not going to be 
achieved so they pulled out about 2 hrs into the race. We were only about 
300 metres behind them at this stage. 
 
Once the wind got over 5 knots we pulled out the jib and stored the code 0.  
We sailed to Channel Is for the rest of the daylight hours in less than  
10 knots. The weather was beautiful and we were visited frequently by 
dolphins. We were 19th around Channel Island. As night fell and we were 
around Channel Island, we set the genniker and enjoyed a beautiful sail  
with a full moon, and a nice (warm) breeze. Because we expected to sail  
at hotter angles than the monos, we decided to sail outside the Mercs,  
which gave us a good breeze all the way down the coast, getting some  
good double figure no's on the log. By Slipper Island we had worked our  
way to 6th.  At about Slipper (I think) we swapped to a code 0, where the  
wind increased a little bit so we were sailing at about 14 knots at times.  
The seas started to get quite lumpy for some reason and I was concerned 
with the slamming and bashing so we went to the jib. About Waihi we went 
back to the Code 0 and crossed the line about 8.00 am. We finished 6th. 
Unfortunately sometime during the day Superbird to Cruise was hit with a 
bullet of wind that flipped her, so we ended up being the sole finisher in the 
Multi division. (Copied from www.crew.org.nz).  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Lady Penelope Man Over Board at Gulf Classic March 2015 
 
 
Our team was comprised of David and Leslie Goddard and Shaun English. We 
would just like to share our MOB experience at the recent Gulf Classic sailed out 
of Maraetai, Auckland hosted by Waikato Yacht Squadron. 
 
At the briefing, the weather forecast was given with gentle breezes at 10 knots 
during the day. This was to rise to 25 knots with gusts of over 40 with the rain 
squalls and then easing into the night. Well, the weather prediction was spot on. 
 
Before we set sail we had a safety briefing on Lady Penelope so everyone knew 
where things were. We had a throw rope bag attached to the starboard 
stanchion at the back of the boat and the horseshoe lifebuoy in the motor well. 
We also made sure that all knew where the flares, first aid kit and safety knife 
were stored. 
 
We set off on the short haul 30 nautical mile course at 10-15 am in perfect 
sailing conditions of around 10 knots and sunshine. As we made our way 
through Sergeants Passage up to Rakino Island, the wind strength was gradually 
increasing and sea state getting bigger. All was well on Lady Penelope as we 
rounded Rakino Island to starboard and set off under spinnaker for a white 
knuckle ride back to Sergeants Passage where we had to gybe. Playing safe, as 
the 2nd boat in the fleet was a long way behind, we dropped the kite into the 
cockpit and gybed well under control. 
 
By this time the wind had picked up to around 25 knots. We kept the kite down 
for the remainder of the downwind leg, instead using the whisper pole on the jib 
where we still hit 10.2 knots surfing the waves. We had a great ride down to 
Passage Rock, which we located easily on our new Lowrance Elite chart plotter 
GPS. We then rounded Passage Rock and headed back into the wind for the trip 
back up Tamaki Straight to the finish line. 
 
By now the sea state was getting big for a small Noelex 22. David and Shaun 
were hiking out within the life lines and Leslie was working the traveller as we 
had waves crashing over us. Shaun was thinking big thoughts to keep us all dry! 
But all in all, we were well under control going upwind and powered home to 
finish at around 4.05pm. 
 
High fives all round on Lady Penelope!   
 
As we thought the trip was done and dusted back in time for tea and tiffin, I think 
everyone relaxed somewhat. 
 
 



We dropped our sails and under motor, started heading back to the safety of 
Maraetai harbour. The breakwater was hard to spot, so we had to go sideways 
onto the waves. David was standing up steering when a large rogue wave came 
and threw him over the side. It was like in a slow motion movie as he made a 
grab for the life lines and successfully missed! 
 
David said to himself, “Ok, I’m in the sea, it’s not cold at all. I don’t feel in 
danger,” The odd thing was I tried to shout for help but nothing came out – it was 
just silence! That was the scary bit. Not sure why I couldn’t say anything.  
 
Leslie and Shaun on board spotted David leaving the boat, so no problems 
there. David had on a manual inflatable life jacket so once he came up from the 
wave he deployed the tag and the jacket only partly inflated, maybe 20%. This 
wasn’t too bad as he could swim towards the boat, which by now was turning 
around. It’s amazing how big a boat looks in the water when it’s coming towards 
you. As the boat went past Shaun threw the throw rope to David which he got 
hold of first time and was pulled to the safety of Lady Penelope.  
 
Back on dry land we talked about what had happened, the good and the bad. 
The good was we had a safety briefing prior to leaving the dock so we all knew 
where the safety equipment was. The bad was that David’s life jacket didn’t 
inflate properly due to poor maintenance. He found out later that the gas bottle 
was very loose, so most of the gas escaped once deployed.  
 
In the future, we will now make sure for longer lake/sea races the throw rope bag 
is attached and ready to be used along with the horseshoe lifebuoy. We have 
also now bought new self-inflating life jackets each, which we will check 
regularly. 
 
We will also move the safety knife out into the cockpit area. 
 
Hope this experience helps others as things could have gone pear shaped very 
quickly if we weren’t prepared. 
 
Kind Regards and Safe sailing,  
David and Leslie Goddard.  
Lady Penelope T3095.  
 

Thank you David and Leslie for writing this.  It is great that you have shared this as it 

gives everyone a reminder as to how quickly things can change and the importance of 

checking safety equipment.  It was great to hear that you had a safety briefing with 

your crew and had safety items in place.  We are glad you all got home safely. 

 

 



FOR SALE :  “ATTITUDE”  
- Beale 7.8m (26 feet) 
$35,000 

1994 glass over a cedar core 

Double axle braked trailer with 

 mag wheels – light to tow. 

1 spinnaker, 1 mainsail, loose  

foot, fully battened, 3 headsails 

walk through transom, new auto 

helm, new 9.9 Yamaha four  

stroke engine with charger, 

removable traveller, cooker and 

 grill in good condition, new LED 

lighting, new radio with ipod and 

USB ports, cabin and cockpit 

speakers. Can be sailed single 

handed with no problem, is easy  

to launch and put back on the  

float-on trailer 

 

Phone:  Bruce – 027 496 1747 



Bay of Plenty Trailer Yacht Squadron 

P.O. Box 2263, Rotorua 3040 

                                       

                                                                                             

 

NOMINATION FORM 
 

We, the undersigned, being financial members of the BOP Trailer Yacht 
Squadron, wish to make the following nomination for the Executive Committee at 
the 2015 Annual General Meeting. 
 
Name of Nominee:  ……………………………………………………….. 
 
Address of Nominee: ……………………………………………………… 
 
For the position of: (tick one box only on each form) 
 
� Commodore � Vice Commodore (racing) 
� Rear Commodore (social) � Secretary 
� Treasurer � Publicity Officer  
� Safety & Training Officer � Marina Convenor 
� Committee � Hardstand Convenor 
 
Proposer: (print name) ………………………………………………………….. 
 
Proposer’s signature: ……………………………………………………………. 
 
  
Seconder: (print name) ………………………………………………………….. 
 
Seconder’s signature: …………………………………………………………… 
 
 
I, the Nominee, accept this nomination (signature) ……………………………… 
 
Date: …………………. 
 
 
 
 
Note: This nomination form MUST be in the hands of the Secretary or the  

Commodore by 29th May 
 



Bay of Plenty Trailer Yacht Squadron Inc. 
 

PATRON:  Mr Val Arnold esq.. 
 

 

CONTACT PHONE LIST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
2014 / 2015 SEASON 

 
 

Position Name Boat Name Phone 

Commodore Brad Scott Samasaan 347 8953 
Vice Commodore (Racing) Darrell Civil Major Tom 346 1789 
Rear Commodore (Social) Brian Gilliland Vamanos 07 883 7102 
Past Commodore Jackie Holt Convergence 348 7305 
Secretary David Goddard Lady Penelope 347 3454 
Treasurer Barry Bringans Scorpion 362 4227 
Newsletter/Publicity Officer Judy Scott Samasaan 347 8953 
Marina Manager Paul Rogers Buzz Off 347 6504 
Safety & Training Officer Jimmy O’Callahan Aquila 345 5769 
BoatPark Manager Allan Civil Major Tom 345 7099 
Club Representative Clive Martin X-Ta-C 362 4646 
Clubrooms Okawa Bay             07 362 4016 

 
 
 

 

Correspondence: All correspondence should be addressed to: 

 

   The Squadron Secretary,  BOPTYS, PO Box 2263, Rotorua  

 

Website:  www.boptys.net 

 

Newsletter: All items for “The Mainsheet” should be in to the Editor by the: 

1
st

 Tuesday of the month … 

 

 Email:   scottbj@ihug.co.nz  or post to: 

 

 The Mainsheet Editor, 127 Otonga Road, Springfield, Rotorua  

  
 

 
 
DISCLAIMER:   
Every care is taken as to the accuracy of the content of items published in the ‘Mainsheet’.   
Opinions herein expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor nor of the Executive Committee either 
collectively or individually.   
Contributions are sought, but the editor reserves the right to accept, reject or abbreviate submissions. 



 



 


