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COMING  EVENTS 
 

Things are a bit quiet this month with new committees meeting and putting together 

the new Events Calendar. 

 

Saturday 20th July   Pot Luck Down the Lake  Please note this is cancelled 

Saturday 27th/Sun 28th July NZTYA AMR – BOPTYS Hosts 

Sunday 4th August  Winter Race 4 

Tuesday 6th August  Executive Meeting 



 
Bay of Plenty Trailer Yacht Squadron Inc. 
 
PATRON:  Mr Val Arnold esq. 
 

 

CONTACT PHONE LIST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
2013 / 2014 SEASON 

 
 

Position Name Boat Name Phone 

Commodore Brad Scott Wild Orchid 347 8953 
Vice Commodore (Racing) Darrell Civil Major Tom 345 7099 
Rear Commodore (Social) Pat Heydon Activator 362 4184 
Past Commodore Jackie Holt Convergence 348 7305 
Secretary Paul Kibblewhite Sweet Surrender 345 6303 
Treasurer Barry Bringans Scorpion 362 4227 
Newsletter/Publicity Officer Judy Scott Wild Orchid 347 8953 
Marina Manager Paul Rogers Buzz Off 347 6504 
Safety & Training Officer Ron Heydon Activator 362 4184 
BoatPark Manager Allan Civil Major Tom 345 7099 
Club Representative Clive Martin X-Ta-C 362 4646 
Clubrooms Okawa Bay 07 362 4016 

 
 

 

Correspondence: All correspondence should be addressed to: 

 

   The Squadron Secretary,  BOPTYS, PO Box 2263, Rotorua  

 

Website:  www.boptys.net 

 

Newsletter: All items for “The Mainsheet” should be in to the Editor by the: 

1
st

 Tuesday of the month … 

 

 Email:   scottbj@ihug.co.nz  or post to: 

 

 The Mainsheet Editor, 127 Otonga Road, Springfield, Rotorua 

3015   

  
 

 
 
DISCLAIMER:   
Every care is taken as to the accuracy of the content of items published in the ‘Mainsheet’.   
Opinions herein expressed are not necessarily those of the Editor nor of the Executive Committee either 
collectively or individually.   
Contributions are sought, but the editor reserves the right to accept, reject or abbreviate submissions. 



(New) COMMODORE’S  COMMENTS 
 

 
Welcome to our new financial and sailing year, lets hope we get another 
summer as nice as the last one. I guess I better start with an introduction as 
I’m now the commodore, I’m Brad Scott and have been a member of the 
squadron since the early 1980s or there about when we started crewing for 
N25 and Ross 780 owners after we returned from time in PNG. Judy 
(mainsheet editor) and I now have a Ross 650 (Wild Orchid) which we 
launched in 1984. I’ve been involved in several positions with the club over 
the years, mainly related to racing, technical, handicapping, editor or safety, 
but this is my first at the helm of the squadron.  
 
I’ve also been involved with the NZ Trailer Yacht Association as the technical 
officer for about 8 years and was the NZTYA Rep to Yachting NZ. During 
that time we rewrote the safety regs, aligning them more closely with the keel 
boat regulations. Another hat I wear is related to the Rotorua Lakes 
Coastguard, and am also on the executive committee there. 
 
We have raced and cruised our boat on many waters including lakes like 
Rotoma, Ohakuri, Taupo, Tarawera and Ngaroto, the BOP coast, Hauraki 
Gulf and the Bay of Islands. Best moments would be winning the Waikato 
100 Miler a couple of times and the worst are related holes created by other 
boats in ours. I can be seen on the odd keel boat and have done 10 Coastal 
Classics, 8 or 9 Auckland to Tauranga’s, around White Island’s, Gold Cups 
and half of a Round North Island race. I’ve also had the chance to sail up to 
the Kermadecs and in the Whitsunday’s.  I work for GNS Science as a 
volcanologist so you may also hear or see me when things get hot or shaky 
out there. 
 
I’d like to thank Jackie for passing the ‘tiller’ over to me of a well founded and 
stable ship, our Squadron, your Squadron. We are gifted to have such a 
great home on Lake Rotoiti and the facilities we have built at Okawa Bay. 
We are by membership one of the larger yacht clubs in NZ, not bad for a 
bunch of puddle jumpers. I hope you all get to enjoy our facilities this 
summer, whether it’s a day sail, some nights out or joining in a race or two. 
That’s one of the joys of trailer yachting - the many options we have. Well 
that’s enough for now, welcome to BOPTYS and enjoy your time with us and 
hope to meet you out on the lake. 
 
 
Brad Scott 
Wild Orchid T3421  ZMZ 3400 
 
 



R E A R  C O M M O D O R E ’ S  R E P O R T 
 
Well another AGM and dinner has come and gone and from the feedback I have 

received everyone enjoyed their evening.  A special thanks to my committee for 

their behind the scenes preparation. 

 

Also thanks to John Barker for providing the Americas Cup shirts as spot prizes 

which were much appreciated. and to John’s father Tony who gave an impromptu 

talk on sailing terms, their origins and meanings, most enlightening. 

 

I have a larger committee this year and we will be working hard again to provide 

both on and off the water activities for you all and welcome any suggestions for 

consideration when we are planning our events. 

 

There are still a couple of BOPTYS sweatshirts with logo for sale  

so be in quick if you would like to get the last of these.  

 

 

Regards 

 

Pat Heydon 

Rear Commodore 

 
 
 
 
 

       AHOY  THERE !!       AHOY  THERE !!       AHOY  THERE !!       AHOY  THERE !!     
 

 
All I have to say is a message to Brad  - 
“Just because you are now Commodore, 
don’t think you can leave it till the last 
minute to get an article to me for the 
Mainsheet.  I don’t want to have to 
‘nag’ you!”  Seriously though, he even 
typed his own message into this 
newsletter so that was great.  
 
A reminder to ALL membersALL membersALL membersALL members, remember 
we appreciate getting articles from all 

of you, this is not just a committee 
newsletter.  So over these winter 
months hopefully everyone will have 
more time to put something to paper, 
find those photos you have taken that 
may be of interest, and get them into me 
by either email to:  scottbj@ihug.co.nz  
or post to:  127 Otonga Road, 
Springfield, Rotorua 3015. 
 
I look forward to receiving your articles.    
Judy Scott, Mainsheet Editor 



(New) Vice Commodore’s Report 
 

Firstly I would like thank BOPTYS 
and its members for giving me the 
opportunity to be involved with the 
committee acting as Vice 
Commodore. 
 
Big thanks goes out to Allan Civil 
who has done an outstanding job 
for the past few seasons, I will be 
hoping to carry on where Allan has 
left off and retain and keep building 
a good race fleet. 
 
As my first report I thought this 
would be fitting time to tell you a 
little about my sailing upbringing. 
 
I was introduced into sailing around 
the age of 6-7 years old, cruising 
on the family yacht (a kestrel) 
around lake Rotoiti, when Dad 
upgraded to a Tasman 20 we got 
involved in racing with both the 
BOPTYS and the Whakatane yacht 
clubs when they use to race at the 
far end of lake Rotoiti.  
 
I started sailing dinghies through a 
school program and enjoyed some 
success with inter-schools racing, 
in my teens I was enjoying a mix of 
skiff sailing in the Rotorua yacht 
club and trailer yachting on Rotoiti 
on the family’s Ross 650, then the 
Ross 780.  During these year I 
competed in nationals and sailing 
events throughout the North Island 
with my family with Major Tom, 
crewing with other club members 
and with my own single man skiff. 
 
 
 
 

Spending time abroad I got 
involved with bigger fleet racing 
with the Hunter 707s (similar to 
Elliot 7m) sailing out of South 
Hampton, England, and more 
recently the Etchells class and 
SB3’s sailing out of Mooloolaba 
and the Royal Brisbane Yacht club. 
 
Now that I’m home I’m excited to 
keep on sailing locally and 
supporting BOPTYS.  We have a 
unique facility here in Rotoiti with a 
great club and safe and friendly 
sailing environment.  
 
I’m looking forward to getting to 
know more club members and 
seeing you all out on the water 

throughout the season. 
  
 

Darrell Civil 
Vice Commodore 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday 7th July Race 3 - Winter Series 
 

A great day out on the water,  a good turnout of 11 boats enjoyed a beautiful 

winters day sailing, with the weather playing its part with no rain and a 

wind range of around 7-15 knots giving competitors a sunny spinnaker run 

down the lake and a fresh “wind in the face “ beat on the way home. 

 

With the A division doing a slightly longer course we had all the fleet 

finishing closely allowing everyone to enjoy a BBQ back at the club house, 

big thanks goes out to Pat Heydon for organising the sausages and bread. 

 

Thanks to the out of town people for making the effort and to those who 

came along as crew. 
Darrell Civil 

 

 

Sunday 7th July Race : Club Handicap 
 

H M S 
A DIVISION 

Start  
Time 11 5 0 

 

  Finish Time   
Boat Type 

Club  
H’Cap H M S 

Corr. 
Time Place Points 

Email Elliott 7.4 0.895 1 14 30 1.5554 1 0.913 

Major Tom Ross 780 0.956 1 7 50 1.5725 2 0.966 
Convergence Elliott 7.4 0.873 1 23 37 2.0100 3 0.873 
Cool Change Ross 780 0.938 1 14 8 2.0107 4 0.929 
Elevation Elliott 7 0.972       DNF 5 0.953 

H M S    
B DIVISION 

Start 
Time 11 48 0    

  Finish Time   
Boat Type 

Club 
H’Cap H M S 

Corr. 
Time Place Points 

Lady Penelope Noelex 22 0.827 1 7 48 1.4541 1 0.844 
Aquila Aquarius 22 0.76 1 20 55 1.4705 2 0.769 
Treble Gazelle Mk2 0.82 1 17 38 1.5251 3 0.823 
Wild Orchid Ross 650 0.842 1 14 22 1.5308 4 0.839 
Toroa Noelex 25 0.837 1 20 31 1.5736 5 0.827 
Buzz Off Farr 7500 0.817 1 24 36 1.5808 6 0.801 

 

There was plenty of wind up to 15 knots and sunshine, a better days sailing 

you couldn't have asked for. 

  

A few boats went trawling for weed and found it!!!!!  Cheers.   David,  

Lady Penelope 



REPORTS FROM THE  
2013 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

This was held on Saturday 27th June 2013 at the Rotorua Club at 
Rotorua Racecourse at 4.30 pm.   
 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ELECTION 
 

The Executive Committee for the 2013/2014 season was elected as 
follows: 
 
 

 
Commodore 

 
Bradley Scott 

Vice Commodore Darrell Civil 
Rear Commodore Pat Heydon 
Past Commodore Jackie Holt 
Secretary Paul Kibblewhite 
Treasurer Barry Bringans 
Editor/Publicity Judy Scott 
Boatpark Manager Allan Civil 
Safety and Training Ron Heydon 
Marina Manager Paul Rogers 
Club Representative Clive Martin 

 

 
 

COMMODORE’S ANNUAL REPORT 2013 
 

Over the last few days i have been reflecting on my time as Commodore of BOPTYS and 

thinking about some of the events and activities that have happened over the last two 

years. 

 

I can remember someone saying to me when I agreed to take up the position of 

Commodore that I “should have a quiet couple of years as BOPTYS have achieved many of 

the goals that had been targeted. ” I fear he spoke in jest. BOPTYS has had a very interesting 

time over the last 24 months and I will attempt to outline some of the major situations and 

events the Executive have had to deal with.  In this first section I will briefly outline the main 

issues and events of 2011/12: 

 

• The Mainsheet was converted from a hardcopy document to one that was sent 

electronically via e-mail and the BOPTYS web-site. This has been a great cost saving exercise 

and has meant that the majority of members receive their newsletter very promptly indeed. 



• In August BOPTYS re negotiated the lease of our ‘Boatpark’ with the Okawa Bay Trust, and 

March 2012 the new lease was approved by the Maori Land Court. 

• During September 2012 the extension to the Boatpark was completed. A great effort by all 

those who project managed and helped at the working bees. 

 

Now for the events of the last 12 months. When we completed the Boatpark extension we 

all thought our work was done, but little did we know that this was only the beginning, not 

the end, of our endeavors. In 2001 we had originally applied for a resource consent and we 

had nominated a total of 50 boats for the enclosure and over the years we were able to take 

considerably more than the 50 we had applied for. This oversight went by unnoticed until 

2012 when the Ngati Pikaio Environmental Action Committee discovered that we were in 

breach of the original agreement and objected to the renewal of the Resource Consent 

Cutting a very long story short, the Executive had to invest time and money to remedy the 

situation. Ngati Pikaio agreed to withdraw their objection to the Boatpark extension 

providing we agreed to some conditions. 

 

Moving quickly forward to December 2012. After some alarming rumours several members 

of the BOPTYS Executive met with the Rotorua District Council, Ngati Pikaio and other 

interested parties to resolve the issue of the public access to Okawa Bay via the squadron 

boat ramp. Many of the new members of the Squadron may not know the history of the 

ramp gate and I will not bore you with all the details except to say that BOPTYS had enjoyed 

over 30 years of unimpeded and exclusive access to Okawa Bay. During this meeting it was 

resolved that the ramp gate would be chained open and the public would be allowed access 

from Okawa Bay. If we had not agreed to this we may have faced a  very difficult situation 

and I, as Commodore, felt that our duty was to preserve the access for our members even if 

the price was loosing our exclusive access.  I’m sure the membership was a little 

apprehensive of the outcome but looking back over the last 6 months the Executive have 

been quietly relieved with the way the public and BOPTYS members have been able to 

accommodate each other. 

 

Cruising Events: 

Pat Heydon our Rear Commodore has injected new ideas and events into our social 

calendar. I think one of the most successful innovations has been the “Pot Luck down the 

Lake” This has been a great way to introduce new members to the Squadron and to let the 

‘old salts’ reminisce about the good old days. 

 

The ‘Who Dunnit’ Christmas Party and the Nog’n’Natters have also been a great success.  

Pat has also kept the Clubrooms well stocked with essentials esp. sausages and sauce for the 

racing fraternity. 

The Rum Race is an BOPTYS tradition and the 2013 event was very well patronised.  Having a 

‘pot-luck dinner in the evening was a great way to finish off the day’s festivities. Thanks to 

Pat and her team of willing helpers. 

 

Lastly, in this my final report as Commodore I wish to thank my Executive. Without their 

support and hard work over the last two years my role as Commodore would have been a 

very difficult one. 

 



Paul Kibblewhite has continued to be a most efficient secretary and his ability to keep his 

finger on the pulse has won the admiration of all who have worked with him. Barry Bringans 

has stepped up as Treasurer and has moved seamlessly into this role. Judy Scott has 

breathed new life and brought a definite feminine touch to the role of Publicity Officer.  Pat 

Heydon in her role as Rear Commodore has also brought fresh ideas to her portfolio. I’m 

sure there are more interesting events awaiting us in the new season. Ron Heydon has kept 

all of us on our toes regarding issues of safety and has been a BOPTYS voice at many local 

meetings.  Clive Martin has had several hats to wear this last season. He is the lifting frame 

manager, the patrol boat driver, race officer and the voice of the cruising division at 

Executive meetings.  Paul Rogers has been able to give an historical perspective to 

discussions especially when dealing with some of our more tricky issues this year. I have 

really valued his advice and support.  This year we are farewelling Dusty Waddell as 

Boatpark Manager. Thanks Dusty for all your efforts and I’m sure that you will act as side-

kick to Allan Civil in his new role as Boatpark Manager.  Finally I would like to give a great 

vote of thanks to Allan Civil. Allan has been a wonderful Vice Commodore and although he is 

retiring from this role he is not lost to the Executive as he is taking over the role of Boatpark 

Manager. All the members of the Executive give up their hard earned time to support the 

membership of the Squadron and to promote BOPTYS to the wider yachting public. I am  

sure their efforts are appreciated by the Squadron membership.  

 

On this note I would like to move that my final report as Commodore be adopted. 

 

Jackie Holt 

Commodore 

BOPTYS 

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

2012 / 13 Audited Accounts 
 
The Audited Accounts for 2012/13 are attached. The Audited Accounts bring in 
transactions made last financial year relating to this year, as well as transactions 
made since 30 April 2013 relating to this year. The depreciation costs are provided 
for in the cash-flow budget that your Executive works with, providing for the costs of 
replacement or maintenance of the items as required.  These figures are a reminder 
that assets only have a limited life, and at some stage do need to be replaced and 
the financing of large replacement items (such as the boatpark fence), (replacement 
of the security system) and eventually (replacement of the Patrol Boat) need to be 
planned for financially by holding sufficient funds.  These items would be of greater 
significance if the Squadron was a taxable entity, but they do serve to present our 
audited accounts as for a taxable entity.  The main function of the Auditor is to 
independently confirm that there are no irregularities in the Squadron’s accounts, 
and to prepare the Financial Statements for submission to the Incorporated Societies 
Registrar and the Charities Commission.    
 
If there are any queries about the Financial Statements I will answer them. 



 
To set a budget, your Executive uses actual expenditure and income for the previous 
year, with adjustments for known or anticipated changes. 
 

 
2012 / 13 Financial Year  
Income 
 
Income has increased to $51,598 from the last financial year. 
New members when joining the Boat park pay in total $772.50. 
Income is up $2139 to $51598 from 2011/ 12 income of $49,459. 
 
Of this income the breakup of the major income received is: 
 
Yachting sub        $18,302 
Yachting joining        $1,200 
Boat park fee        $23,538 
Boat park joining        $2,265 
Mooring         $2,015 
Lifting frame         $350 
Interest         $1,104 
Donations, activities, rental boat park, misc.    $2,824 
 
 
2012 / 13 Financial Year 
Expenditure 
 
Expenditure for the year has been normal for the general running costs that the club 
has incurred. 
Expenditure that requires mentioning is we had a total expenditure of $50,322 
 
Of that expenditure, $17,474 is Capital and will not be incurred next year, other than 
future capital expenditure. 
 
Boat park          $32,971 
    Boat park Extension Capital  $7917 
    Patrol boat shed Capital  $4950 
    Resource consent Capital  $1715 
    Lease      $11,500 
    Lifting frame  Capital  $2,524 
    Sigma application  Capital  $368 
    Callouts     $820   
Levies          $5,958 
Patrol Boat          $681 
Trophies          $689  
 
 

 
 



2013 / 14 Financial Year 
Budget 
 
I expect the Income for this new financial year to be $45,300. What boosts the 
income up is new members joining and that is an educated guess. Income last year 
was $51,598 which equates to 7-8 new members to join this year if we are to equal 
the income. 
 
Expenditure will be similar less capital from last year plus capital for this year. We 
also have to put aside money for the patrol boat and boat park plus any unexpected 
maintenance. 
 
Budgeted costs for maintenance for this year is mulching the gorse at  $1,200.  
This is important re the fire hazard. 
We have to set aside every year re;        $2,000. 
replacement and maintenance for the patrol boat.      
Levies have increased by;         $540. 
 
Capital expenditure budgeted for is;  
 Concrete for the lifting frame.       $300. 
 Alarm system maybe? $2,000 
 Ceiling Club house        
 $1,500. 
 Moorings          $2,000. 
 Picnic tables big sandy        $350. 
Total extra Expenditure         $7890. 
 
 
Expenditure 2012/ 13     $50322 DR 
Less capital expenditure 2012/13   $17474 DR  $32848 DR 
 
Plus 2013/ 14 Capital & extra maintenance     $7,890 DR 
 
Budgeted expenditure for 2013/ 14      $40,738 DR 
 
Expected Income 2013/ 14       $45,300 CR 
 
Surplus (not allowed to call that profit)       $4,562 CR 
 
Figures given for 2012/ 13 are all actual audited figures.  
 
Figures given for 2013/ 14 are educated estimates and are subject to change. The 
CPI index for the last financial year is 0.9% which if adding to subscriptions is a 
minimal increase. At this time I can see no point in raising the subs to cover this. The 
committee concurred with this as well. We have a good operating system now at the 
boat park thanks to a number of members in the club putting in extra time. Our costs 
would be so much higher if we did not have dedicated members. I think everyone 
knows who they are and they have helped me with my treasurers stuff as well. 
 
 



Thanks must go to Paul Kibblewhite who has been very patient with my short 
comings early on in the year. 
 
Also thanks to Garth Wilson who I have spoken to many times and he has helped as well 
when past history crops up. I haven’t as yet rang him at 11.30 pm, also I have not found any 
special so called holiday fund anywhere in the accounts.  

 
 
Motions 
 
I propose the following motions: 
 
1 That the Audited Accounts for 2012/13 be approved; 
 
2 That the Treasurers report be received; 
 
3 That the Annual Subscriptions and fees for 2013/ 2014 remain the same as 
 2012/ 2013; 
  

•      Sailing membership    $177.50; 
· Membership joining fee  $120.00; 
· Country membership      $85.00; 
· Club membership      $31.00; 
· Boat park fee     $300.00; 
· Boat park joining fee    $175.00; 
· Moorings fee     $237.00; 
· Moorings joining fee      $62.00; 

 
 
Barry Bringans 
Treasurer BOPTYS 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

South-Asian construction processes: 

  

 Only a month after more than 1,100 Bangladeshi garment workers lost their lives in 

the collapse of a badly-built and poorly-maintained eight-storey building,  the new 

building code has - thankfully - gone into force ... and its rigid practices are already 

being applied by highly-skilled and properly-trained construction teams are labouring 

in harmony on job-sites all across the sub-continent .... 
  

                http://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/cFb0nLCKypg?rel=0



2012 / 2013 PRIZEGIVING RACE RESULTS  

   

Race Type Div. 1st 2nd 3rd 

Olympic Series 1 A Div Email - D McGowan Major Tom - A Civil Elevation - T Poolman 

Olympic Series 1 B Div 

Lady Penelope –  

D Goddard Aquila - J O'Callahan Buzz Off - P Rogers 

Olympic Series 2 A Div Elevation - T Poolman Cool Change - B Gray Major Tom - A Civil 

Olympic Series 2 B Div 

Lady Penelope –  

D & L Goddard Aquila - J O'Callahan Buzz Off - P Rogers 

WASP Series A Div Elevation - T Poolman Major Tom - A Civil Email - D McGowan 

WASP Series B Div 

Lady Penelope –  

D & L Goddard Cheers - D Howes 

Sweet Surrender –  

P & L Kibblewhite 

Winter Series A Div Elevation - T Poolman Convergence - B & J Holt Email - D McGowan 

Winter Series B Div Windrose - S Civil 

Lady Penelope – 

 D & L Goddard 

Summer Magic –  

Bruce Askew 

Sunday Races A Div Email - D McGowan Major Tom - S Civil 

Convergence – 

 B & J Holt 

Sunday Races B Div Buzz Off - Paul Rogers Aquila - J O'Callahan 

Wild Orchid –  

B & J Scott 

Around Lake Rotoiti A Div 

Convergence – 

 B & J Holt Major Tom - D Civil Email - D McGowan 

Around Lake Rotoiti B Div Aquila - J O'Callahan Activator - R & P Heydon Buzz Off - P Rogers 

Seamanship Race   Major Tom - A Civil Aquila - J O'Callahan Buzz Off - P Rogers 

Ladies Race   Wild Orchid - J Scott Lady Penelope - L Goddard Activator - P Heydon 

Mates Race         

Rum Race   Windrose - S Civil 

Lady Penelope – 

 D & L Goddard Kamahi 

Beasley Shield   

Sweet Surrender – 

 P & L Kibblewhite     

Farr Trophy   Buzz Off - Paul Rogers     

Overall Championship   

Lady Penelope –  

D & L Goddard     

Cruising Trophy         

Cruising Trophy         

Merit Award         

Night Race   Major Tom - A Civil Wild Orchid - B & J Scott 

Lady Penelope –  

D & L Goddard 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE WINNERS 

 AND ALSO THOSE WHO PARTICIPATED !! 
 



            Marine VHF Services on the Rotorua Lakes 
 

Some people have experienced difficulties contacting Coastguard Radio when 
filing trip reports etc.  Reiterated below is how calls need to be placed to 
ensure the best possible response. 
 
 

 
The Rotorua Lakes are serviced 
by three marine VHF channels: 
 
� CH 81  Coastguard; operator support 0600h to 1800h   .  This is for logging 

trip reports etc.  (A trial is presently underway working on 24/7 
coverage). 

 
� CH 64  Rotorua Lakes chit chat, boat to boat etc 
 
� CH 86  Search and Rescue, Coastguard 
 
 
CHANNEL 81  
Please use CH81 to make Trip Reports (TRs) letting Coastguard know when 
you arrive on the lake and leave.  
 
This service covers a large area, so give the operator a good clear call, ie  
  

COASTGUARD RADIO, COASTGUARD RADIO 
 This is “Call Sign” “Boat Name” calling on Channel 81. 
 Coastguard Radio copy? 
 
And then allow time for them to respond, before making a second call.  
 
Weather forecasts will be transmitted during the day. 
 
CHANNEL 64 
This  is the former Rotorua Marine VHF Association channel and is now 
available for boat to boat (lake to lake) communications. There is NO operator 
support or forecasts. 
 
CHANNEL 86 
This channel is reserved for Search and Rescue communications by 
Coastguard. Please keep this clear unless you are involved in the search. 
 

If you do not get an answer from Coastguard, please make a note of date, time 
and position on lake, and contact Brad Scott – 3478953.   

It is only with these details being noted that matters can be looked into. 



Hi Mainsheet Editor 
  

Like most members we welcome Mainsheet as a means of keeping up with 

what’s happening and also learning about the Squadron, it’s people and boats, 

and sailing. I thought that the following may hold some interest to others: 

  

In terms of sailing we are on a very steep learning curve and part of that is 

learning navigation and reading charts. As aids (and Lynne will say, edifying my 

tech craving), we use Navionic’s charts, Catch, and My Tracks for navigation 

and recording our trips, whilst Predict Wind (and rain radar) help us decide on 

whether to go out or not and what to expect. With the exception of Navionics, 

these are all free downloads on our Android devices. Navionic’s cost the 

princely sum of $29. This is very cheap compared with paper charts and 

appears to get regular updates from official sources and also shows current 

tide and wind speed & direction. (One day we may even get to use this 

information☺ ). 

 

The free applications seem to use Google Maps which are usually pretty 

reliable except recently someone messed up Lake Rotoiti and divided it into a 

series of ponds. A little disconcerting to see that we were often sailing over dry 

land according to the map although some uncharitable souls may say that this 

actually reflects our sailing skills. 

  

Well after numerous, and lately strongly worded email, and even a redraw of 

the map being forwarded by me, they have responded. I can finally say that I 

have made the earth move!!!     
  

Fair winds to you. 

 Brian & Lynne Gilliland - "Summer Skies" – Farr 6000 
 [Thanks for contributing to the Mainsheet.  Ed] 



Adrift for 2 days 
The amazing details of Alain Delord’s rescue. 

 

The expedition cruise ship MV Orion arrived in Hobart, Australia, at 9:00am on Tuesday 22 

January having diverted from its planned course (heading to Macquarie Island to conclude 

its expedition to Antarctica) in order to attempt to rescue French solo yacht sailor Alain 

Delord, whose yacht’s hull was damaged in heavy seas after its mast had broken into three 

pieces. 

Responding to an emergency request from AMSA (Australian Maritime Safety 

Authority), Orion, being the closest ship to the search zone (although 687 nautical miles 

away) diverted course for a two day rush to save Alan Delord, who by that time had 

abandoned his yacht and was in a life raft. 

Royal Australian Air Force search aircraft were deployed to locate the sailor, now adrift in 

the Southern Ocean and encountering seven metre swells among winds gusting to 40 

knots. Following a sighting by the aircraft a raft containing communications equipment, 

supplies and a survival suit, was dropped and communication commenced on an hourly 

basis through a French interpreter. 

The sea conditions hampered Orion's speed during the 54 hour race to reach Alain, arriving 

in the search zone at 8:30pm Sunday 20 January – just as light was starting to fade. 

Guided by an RAAF Hercules dropping flares to guide the way, the crew of Orion located 

the life raft 380 nautical miles south-west of Hobart and Captain Mike Taylor put the rescue 

plan into action, positioning the 104 metre Orion to windward of the raft creating a relatively 

calm patch for a Zodiac to be deployed. 

Encouraged by the 91 cheering guests onboard Orion, the rescue team, headed by 

Expedition Leader Don McIntyre, himself a former solo round the world yachtsman, quickly 

secured the life raft, extracted Alain Delord and transferred him to the security of the ship in 

a matter of minutes. 

In the medical centre the ship's doctor Chris Bulstrode, a specialist in trauma medicine, 

examined Alain declaring he was in remarkably good condition for someone who had been 

through such a harrowing experience. 

A suite had been prepared and following a dinner of lamb shanks, a glass of wine and a cup 

of tea, Alain went to bed. 

Relevant maritime authorities informed, Orion set course for Hobart. 

With an earlier than scheduled arrival in Hobart, the Orion team worked quickly with local 

authorities and suppliers to arrange guest visits to Port Arthur, Maria Island and South 

Bruny Island, while Alain received new documentation from France to allow for his entry into 

Australia. 

Orion’s Facebook page achieved record visits as past passengers, the world’s media and 

general public followed the unfolding of the rescue. On the BBC’s website the rescue 

footage trended as the second most watched video. 

Positive comments have been flooding in to Orion Expedition Cruises full of praise for the 

way the rescue was conducted seamlessly in conjunction with AMSA. 



 

WINTER 
SERIES 

 

 
 

Sunday August 4th 
 

 

Briefing 10.00 
 

Lake Race  
 

 
 

Everybody Welcome!! 

First Sunday of every month 



BOAT MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
 
Do you have a lack of time or inclination to tidy up your Trailer Sailor? 
Make use of another club member’s services to tidy up your boat. I can clean and 
polish, do minor repairs on the hull, electrics, inside of the boat. I can waterblast and 
then spray with a compound to delay further growth of algae and mould on the boat 
surface. 
I can undertake repairs to wooden parts, fibreglass and yacht fittings.  All the things 
that you were going to get round to but are still working on it. 
 
My boat is a Noelex 25 , Bluethunder and is a work in progress like most of the boats 
on in our Boat Park. 
 
My experience is as a keen DIY person for many years, a trailer sailor 
owner for 12 or 14 years, a past dinghy sailor, and a retired Teacher of Science and 
Wood Work at Western Heights High School. 
 
Please call Nick Anderson for information on 3459032, 0276 722 706 
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236 Te Ngae Road, Rotorua, New Zealand 

Phone: (07) 345 9854, Fax (07)345 9857 

Email: sean@telfermarine.co.nz 


